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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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1 . K This communication is responsive to the amendment filed March 18. 2004 . 

2. [X] The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.3.5,6.8-22 and 32-39 . 

3. D The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. [XI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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1.An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 
2. In the specification: 

Page 1, line 7, after "09/354,714 filed 16 July 1999", , now abandoned - has 
been inserted. 

In the claims: 

Claim 3, line 1, "2" has been deleted and - 1 - has been inserted. 

Claim 17, line 2, after "group", - consisting - has been inserted, and "polymeric 
modifiers such as" has been deleted. 

Claim 35, line 2, after "group", - consisting - has been inserted, and "polymeric 
modifiers such as" has been deleted. 

In the abstract: 

The abstract has been deleted and replaced by the following abstract rewritten as 
a single paragraph: 
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■ - ABSTRACT 

The invention relates to a method for forming an article comprising closed-cell 
microfoam from thermoplastic, wherein at least one molten thermoplastic comprising a 
foaming agent is subjected under pressure to a forming operation and, after the 
pressure has been at least partially released, is cooled, wherein the amount of foaming 
agent is substantially identical to the amount corresponding to that quantity of gas 
released by the foaming agent which is comprised of a close-packed structure of the 
foam cells having a specific foam-cell diameter, substantially uniform throughout the 
foam, at the pressure prevailing during the cool-down. The use of a nucleating agent is 
beneficial, and in the method according to the invention the concentration thereof 
proves to be a determining factor for the mean foam-cell diameter. - 



Application/Control Number: 10/034,254 
Art Unit: 1732 



Page 4 



3.Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allan Kuhns whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1202. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:00 to 
5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Colaianni, can be reached on (571) 272-1 196. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

ALLAN R. KUHNS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER ft V /73 z - 
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